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State	Testing:	Smarter	Balanced	(SBA)	Testing	is	Happening	
this	Month	at	La	Conner	Middle	School	

  
 

 State Testing, 
a dreaded topic, 
has started for the 
6th, 7th, and 8th 
graders of La 
Conner Middle 
School. The test is 
called the SBA, 
which stands for 
Smarter Balanced 
Assessment. The 
tests are being 
taken by students 
throughout the state. La Conner’s 6th and 7th graders are taking 
the ELA CAT (Computer Adaptive Test), ELA Performance Task, 
Math CAT, and Math Performance Task. The 8th graders are 
taking these tests as well, in addition to a Science test. 7th 
grader Ethan Simpson said, “I would think that we are only 
testing to experience a testing nuisance. The tests are okay, but I 
would rather that they did not happen. I do like the change in our 
daily routine, though.” Teachers from around the school have 
been overseeing the testing. The testing will officially end for La 
Conner Middle School on May 25th.  
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Mother’s	Day	
By Kaylanna Guerrero-Gobert 

Mother’s Day is a day celebrating and 
honoring all of the mothers of the family and 
any mom-kind figures out there. The first 
modern Mother’s Day was established in 
1908 when Anna Jarvis held a memorial for 
her mom at St Andrew’s Methodist Church. 
St Andrew’s Methodist Church now holds an international Mother's Day 
shrine. Anne Jarvis started her campaign to make Mother’s Day a 
recognized holiday in 1905. 1905 was also the year that her mother 
passed away. Anne Jarvis wanted to make Mother’s Day a recognized 
holiday because she believed that mothers were “the person who has 
done more for you than anyone in the world.” And so we still celebrate 
the special woman in our family to this day with gifts and love. 
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Teacher	Feature,	Starring…Mr.	Cicotte!	
By Annie Whitney  

Q: What is your favorite color?  
A: Green. 
 
Q: What is your middle name?  
A: Douglass. 
 
Q: Where do you see yourself in 5 years?  
A: I'm going to be a basketball player in the NBA. 
 
Q: If you could move anywhere in the world, where would 
you move?  
A: I'd stay in La Conner. 
 
Q: Where is your favorite place to visit? 
A: Port Townsend. 
 
Q: What is the best thing about teaching?  
A: Getting to learn and talk about fun things and then doing 
them myself. 
 
Q: And the worst?  
A: The lunches are too short. 
 
Q: If you could teach another class, what class would it be?  
A: I'd teach the classes I'm teaching, but chemistry sounds fun too 
 
Q: What is your least favorite term? 
A: Ironically, my pet peeve is the phrase pet peeve. I hate it. 
 
Q: What is your favorite brand?  
A: I don't really like brand names, but I do enjoy old school Adidas. 
 
Q: What's something most people don't know about you?  
A: I hate shirts with words or names on them. 
 
 
 

	
Fidget	Spinners	

            By Kevin Elston  

Fidget spinners were invented in the 1990s and were actually made for 
stress relieving. The center of the fidget spinner has a bearing that 
allows it to spin. The bearing is made with a variety of materials brass, 
stainless steel, titanium, copper, and plastic. Some schools have 
banned the fidget spinner saying that it is a distraction. 7th grade 
student Alex Bouwens says, “They are fun to fidget with, but there 
should be limits classroom-wise. If the noise produced by the spinner bothers other people, then 
it’s a distraction.” Another student, 7th-grader Aliya Neal added, “They’re useful for the people who 
actually need them to focus, but they’ve become more of a toy and a fad now, a little demeaning 
for the people who actually need them.” 
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7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	
Cameron	Burks	
By  Malachi Higgins 

 
I interviewed La Conner Middle School 7th 

grader Cameron Burks.  Read my interview to 
find out about Cameron’s interests. 

 
Q: What's your favorite color? 
A: My favorite color is green. 
 
Q: What is your biggest hobby? 
A: My biggest hobby is playing sports. 
 
Q: What's your favorite animal? 
A: My favorite animal is a unicorn.  
 
Q: What's your favorite food  
A: My favorite food is poptarts? 
 
Q: Where's your favorite place to eat? 
A: My favorite place to eat is Hard Rock Café. 
 
Q: Coke or Pepsi? 
A: Pepsi. 
 
Q: Cats or dogs? 
A: I like both. 
 
Q: What’s your favorite candy? 
A: Nerds. 
 
Q: If you could go anywhere in the world 
where would it be? 
A: Florida. 

LCMS	May	Birthdays	
By Cole Medeiros 

 
	

• Joslin James            2nd 
• Andre Knudson 2nd 
• Allison Hill  16th 
• Mason Murdock 16th 
• Haydyn Turner 16th 
• Collin Joe  22nd 
• Jensen Brooks 23rd 
• Edmund McCoy 23rd 
• Nevaeh McCoy 25th 
• Samantha Davidson 25th 
• Eliza Schnabel 26th 

 

 
Jokes	

By  Kali Adams 
 
Q: Why did the can crusher quit his job?  
A: Because it was soda pressing. 
 
Q: Why did Adele cross the road?  
A: To sing, "Hello from the other side!" 
 
Q: What happens to a frog's car when it breaks 
down? 
A: It gets toad away. 
 
Q: What's the difference between a guitar and a 
fish?  
A: You can tune a guitar, but you can't tuna fish. 
 
Teacher: "Name a bird with wings but can't fly."  
Student: "A dead bird, sir. 
 
Q: What type of sandals do frogs wear?  
A: Open-toad! 
 
Q: How come oysters never donate to charity?  
A: Because they are shellfish. 
 
Q: What do you call a rabbit that has fleas?  
A: Bugs bunny. 
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BRAIN 
TEASERS 

1. There are three houses. One is red, one is blue, and one is 
white. If the red house is to the left of the house in the middle, 
and the blue house is to the right to the house in the middle, 
where is the white house? 

2. You are in a cabin and it is pitch black. You have one match 
on you. Which do you light first the newspaper, the candle, or 
the fire? 

3. A farmer has 17 sheep, all but 9 die, how many sheep are 
left? 

4. Which is heavier a pound of bricks or a pound of feathers? 
5. I’m as light as a feather, yet the strongest man cannot hold 

me for more than 5 minutes. What am I? 
6. What has to be broken before you can use it? 
7. What belongs to you but is used more by others? 
8. I’m full of keys but can’t open any door. What am I? 
 

1.In Washington D.C. 
2.You light the match first. 
3.9 sheep are left. 
4.Neither they weigh the same. 
5.Your breath. 
6.An egg. 
7.Your name. 
8.A piano 
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Memorial	Day	
By		Cole	Medeiros	

	

 
 
Memorial Day is a holiday to 

remember the people we have lost who 
served in the armed forces. The United 
States celebrates it on the last Monday 
in May. This holiday originated as 
Decoration Day after the American Civil 
War in 1868, when the grand army of 
the republic, an organization of union 
veteran established it as a time to 
decorate the graves of the union war. 
Many people visit cemeteries and 
memorials, to usually honor those who 
have died in the military. 
	

 

May	Facts	
 By Kaycee Cayou and Malia Day-Rocha 
 

• May was named for the Greek goddess Maia, the goddess of fertility.  
 

• The Romans called it Maius, but the named changed over the years.  
 

• The birthstone for May is emerald. 
 

• The United Kingdom celebrates May as the National Smile Month.  
 

• In Old English May is called “month of three milkings” because there was a time when cows could be 
milked three times a day. 

 
• May was one considered a bad luck month to get married. 

• May is the third and last month of spring. 
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6th	Grade:	Get	To	Know		
Ellie	Marble	

By Juliana Guerrero-Gobert 
 

Q: How long have you been coming to 
La Conner? A: Since kindergarten. 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing to do 
when you are out of school? 
A: Play sports and hang out with my 
friends. 
 
Q: Do you have any siblings? If so 
how many do you have and what are 
their names? A: I have three siblings 
and their names are Eric, Carlee, and 
Luke. 
 
Q: What is your favorite restaurant 
and your favorite food? 
A: The Cheesecake Factory and noodles. 
 
Q: What is your favorite subject in 
school? A: Lunch. 
 
Q: What is the job that you absolutely 
want to have when you grow up? 
A: A food critic. 
 
Q: What are your favorite sports? 
A: Competitive food eating, basketball, 
and volleyball. 
 
Q: If you could be rich for one day 
what would you do and buy? 
A: Buy a mansion and have a sleep over 
with Grace Vanderwal, Selena Gomez, 
and Justin Bieber. 
 
Q: If you had a choice between being 
super short or super tall what would 
you choose? And Why? A: I would 
rather be super tall because I could eat a 
lot without worrying about gaining a lot of 
weight. 

 

Movie	Review:	Spirited	Away	
By Alex Bouwens 
 
 
 

This is a 2001 English dubbed film directed by 
Hayao Miyazaki, a very praised and famous Anime director 
and artist. This movie stars a young girl around the age of 
11, Chihiro. Her family is moving to a new house far from 
where she had lived before. On their way to check out their 
new house, they take a wrong turn. They come across an 
abandoned city and fresh cooked food is sitting out, a 
whole buffet! The parents eat the food, and they are turned 
into pigs with power by the spirits.  

Chihiro searches for help and comes across Hakku, a spirit 
that looks around the same age as her and takes her under 
his wing to help save Chihiro’s parents. The main setting of 
this movie is a bathhouse for the spirits, and there are a 
bunch of unique characters that stay or live and work there. 
Yubaba (YOO-Bah-Bah). She gets a job and she makes a 
new friend, Lin. Lin helps and explains her situation. Chihiro 
runs into a spirit called No-Face (Character in the photo 
above) No-Face gets let into the bathhouse by Chihiro. 
Being in the bathhouse, No-Face turns into a monster and 
starts luring unsuspecting workers and eats them, getting 
bigger. He starts demolishing the bathhouse and Chihiro 
saves No-Face and the bathhouse by preventing more 
damage. In the end, Chihiro’s parents get turned from pigs 
back to humans, and they go back home. 
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• An octopus has three hearts. 

• Bats are the only mammals that can fly. 

• The color red does not anger bulls. Bulls are colorblind. 

• A pet goldfish in England lived 43 years. 

• Honey bees can be trained to detect explosives. 

• For every human there are 1.6 million ants. 

• A strawberry is not a berry. 
  

Get	To	Know	Connie	Funk	
By Junaper Swanson 

I interviewed Connie Funk, who is the La Conner School District’s 
District Secretary. She is an amazing person. 
 
Q: What does a normal workday for you include? 
A: My day is never the same. I do my best to plan out my daily 
tasks. Things come up every day. I work in many areas and 
support the superintendent, school board, and programs. I am 
busy moving from area to area and task to task every day.  
 
Q: What are your outside-of-school activities?  
A: I love gardening and being with my animals. I have horses, 
dogs, a kitty, ducks, and chickens.  
 
Q: If you held a dessert banquet, what desserts would you 
have? A: There would be carrot cake, oatmeal raisin cookies, and 
dark chocolate.  
 
Q: Who are your family members, and what is a fun activity 
that you only do with them? A: My family members are my husband and son, and I always spend holidays 
and special occasions with them.  
 
Q: Where would be your dream road trip, and who would you bring with you? A: I would want to go to 
Ireland, with my family.  
 
Q: What is your favorite part of an average workday?  
A: My favorite part is being with the people, especially the students. Any interaction with students is great. 
We have a great staff, and our district involves everyone and everything. I love to go to performances of 
plays and sports games, 

Weird	Facts	
By Haydyn Turner and Marcus Mussivand 
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Up	and	Coming	Artists	

Eliza Schnabel 6th Grade 

Maya Masonholder 8th Grade 
 

Emma Worgum 7th Grade 
 

James Carlton 8th Grade 
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Match each (tree) picture with its name, and you might be a 
winner! The first ten students with correct answers will win a prize! 
Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

   
Magnolia    _____ 
 
English Walnut   _____ 

 
Pine    _____ 
 
Oak    _____ 

     
Cedar    _____ 
 
Birch    _____ 
 
Douglas Fir   _____ 
 
Weeping Willow  _____ 
 
Maple    _____ 
 
Aspen    _____ 
    
 

 

  
A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

H 

I 

J 

G 
 

 


